God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Twelve: The Reign of Solomon, Rehoboam, & the Division of Israel
Texts: [image: image1.jpg]


 1 Kings 11:1-6; 11:9-13; 11:26-38; 12:6-15; 12:25-33; 14:7-14; 2 Chronicles 1:7-12  
D
avid’s son Solomon began his reign in faithfulness to God. He built the temple in Jerusalem, as God had instructed David. He also committed himself to lead the Israelites to follow the Lord. God once asked him what he desired to be given. When Solomon asked for wisdom to lead the people God granted him both wisdom and prosperity (2 Chron. 1:7-12). Israel prospered more under the reign of Solomon than at any other time. Solomon was inspired by the Holy Spirit to write a number of proverbs and Scriptures included in the Old Testament. 

Unfortunately Solomon did not remain faithful. Solomon and married many wives from the nations around Israel. The Lord warned in the Law of Moses not to marry idolaters. Solomon’s wives turned his heart to idolatry (1 Kings 11:1-6). Because of this the Lord declared that the kingdom of Israel would be divided (1 Kings 11:9-13).


This promise was fulfilled after Solomon’s death. When his son Rehoboam came to the throne, he rejected the counsel of the older advisor’s of his father, and increased the tribute he required from the people (1 Kings 12:6-15). In reaction to this, ten of the tribes rebelled against Rehoboam and established their own kingdom under the reign of a man named Jeroboam, from the tribe of Ephraim. The two kingdoms remained divided from that point on. The southern kingdom, led by David’s descendents was called Judah (after the tribe of David’s family), and the northern kingdom was called Israel (or Ephraim after the tribe of Jeroboam).


God had chosen Jeroboam to be the king to lead the northern tribes, in punishment for Solomon’s idolatry. Originally Jeroboam had served Solomon in Jerusalem, yet it was prophetically revealed to him that God had chosen him to lead ten of the tribes. If Jeroboam had been faithful to the Lord his kingdom would have been established throughout the generation (1 Kings 11:38). However, Jeroboam also turned from the Lord. He set up gold calves in the cities of Dan and Bethel to represent God. He established his own priesthood, altars, and festivals which the Lord had not authorized in the Law of Moses (1 Kings 12:25-33). Because of this God condemned the house of Jeroboam (1 Kings 14:7-14).  

When Solomon was faithful, he wrote through the Holy Spirit, “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain wo build it” (Ps. 127:1). In Christ, God has revealed His will to mankind regarding how He would have us worship Him (1 Tim. 3:15). In the New Testament we find all that is needed to serve God and be pleasing to Him (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 2:2-3). It is very important that we follow Christ through the New Testament, just as the Israelites were to follow the Law of Moses. If it was wrong for Jeroboam to change and add to instructions which God gave Israel, it is just as wrong for those who would serve Christ to change and add to what God has given us in the New Testament (2 John 9; 1 Cor. 4:6).          
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	12
	I Kings 19-22
	II Kings 1-5
	II Kings 6-10
	II Kings 11-15
	II Kings 16-20
	II Kings 21-25
	I Chronicles 1-4


Study Questions
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1.  Fill-in the blanks from 2 Chronicles 1:11: “And ______ said to __________: ‘Because this was in your _______ and you have not asked ________ or ________ or _________ or the _______ of your ______, nor have you asked ______-_____ —but have asked _________ and _______ for yourself, that you may _____ My ______ over whom I have made you king” (NKJV). 
2.  In Deuteronomy 17:17 why did the Law of Moses warn the king not to “multiply wives” for himself?


3.  Why didn’t the Lord tear the kingdom away from Solomon during his lifetime (1 Kings 11:12)?

4.  Who did Rehoboam choose to listen to instead of the older advisers (1 Kings 12:6-15)?
5.  On what condition did God promise Jeroboam that his kingdom would continue (1 Kings 11:38)?


6.  What did Jeroboam call the gold calves he set up at Dan and Bethel (1 Kings 13:28)?


How did this violate the Law of Moses (Exod. 20:4-6)?


7.  What king from the line of David did the “man of God” prophesy about at the idolatrous altar in Bethel (1 Kings 13:1-2)?



What did he say he would do?


8.  In our day men establish councils, popes, cardinals, and other church offices not taught in the New Testament. Is this any different from what Jeroboam did?



Why or why not?


Key Passage: “Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, "Because you have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant. Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father David; I will tear it out of the hand of your son” 
(1 Kings 11:11-12).

This Week’s Reading Schedule
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